Science Course Outline
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Grade 7
Course: Science 7
Place: Room 205
Instructor: Mr. Tadic
Email: John.Tadic@ecsd.net
Telephone: 780-433-1062
___________________________

Course Description:
We will be covering 5 main topics over the school year. The focus questions of each topic is described below as well as assessment practices, report card weightings and classroom responsibility.
Unit A: Interactions and Ecosystems
Focusing Questions: 
How do human activities affect ecosystems? 

What methods can we use to observe and monitor changes in ecosystems, and assess the impacts of our actions?
Unit B: Plants for Food and Fibre
Focusing Questions: 

How do we produce useful plant products?  
What techniques do we use, what knowledge are these techniques based on, and how do we apply these techniques in a sustainable way?
Unit C: Heat and Temperature
Focusing Questions: 

What heat-related technologies do we use to meet human needs? 
Upon what scientific principles are these technologies based? 
What implications do these technologies have for sustainable use of resources?
Unit D: Structures and Forces 
Focusing Questions: 

How do structures stand up under load? 
What forces act on structures, and what materials and design characteristics contribute to structural strength and stability?
Unit E: Planet Earth
Focusing Questions: 

What do we know about Earth—about its surface and what lies below? 
What evidence do we have, and how do we use this evidence in developing an understanding of Earth and its changes?
Required Course Materials:
· A 1 ½”  binder 
· Pen, pencil and highlighter

· Graph paper, lined paper

· Markers, pencil crayons, glue scissors (when required)
Required Textbook: 
* Science in Action, (2001). Pearson: Addison Wesley: Various Authors.*
The textbook will be required every class unless specified by the teacher. 

Assessment
I want you to remember that the main purpose of assessment is to improve your learning- to help you develop skills in conversing, questioning, and analyzing.  We want you to understand the concepts so that you may apply them in real life. Two kinds of assessment will be used in this class:

1. Assessment that gives you only feedback and not a mark. (Formative)

You will be given many opportunities each term to practice your skills in all areas of Science.  As you practice your skills (through, for example, small homework assignments, group projects, and test taking), you will receive feedback about your progress.  This feedback will be in the form of comments rather than marks.  It is essential that you complete these practice tasks in order to be successful on the next kind of assessment.

2. Assessment that will assign a mark to a task. (Summative)

Once you have practiced a skill sufficiently and received feedback on how you are doing, you will be asked to demonstrate your understanding and skills in the form of an assignments, unit tests, projects, oral presentations, etc.  In advance, you will be given a rubric or marking guide that will clearly outline the objectives the task.  These tasks will be given a due date, marked according to the rubric and assigned a score that will contribute toward your report card grade.

Weighting of Terms and Final Exam:

Term Work 15% (Summative Assessments)

Quizzes 20%

Exams 25%

Labs 15%

Final Exam 25%

Please note that your Final Exam is worth 25% of your final report card mark and 75% is you entire years term works

Please remember: School is a place to express feelings and ideas and must be an environment where students feel comfortable and secure. Therefore, I will not tolerate taunting or disrespect of any kind in my class.
Students are also required to be fully prepared for EVERY class, arrive on time and able to work uninterrupted for the entire class period.

Communication is important between student, teachers and parents.  Please feel free to contact me at Mount Carmel thru phone: (780) 433-1062 or email john.tadic@ecsd.net
Thank you

Mr. Tadic
Behavior Expectations and Management:

1) KEEP ABSENTEEISM TO AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM

· If you must be away, please be certain to catch up on notes and missed assignments. It is your responsibility to check what you have missed while you were away. I am available during most lunch hours and after school for you to come in and get caught up.

2) ARRIVE TO CLASS ON TIME

· Move quickly from one class to the next, if you arrive after the bell, knock once and wait for permission to enter.

· Coming late is distruptive to the flow of the lesson, the teacher, and your classmates and may result in you missing some important information (exam dates, due dates etc.)
3) BRING MATERIALS TO CLASS 

· It is important that you come to class each day prepared with your textbook, pen, pencil, highlighter, student agenda and any other materials requested.

· If you come to class and you realize you are missing a pen, etc. you must see to it that you acquire one before the lesson begins. If you need to sharpen a pencil, do so before the start of class.

4) MEET YOUR ASSIGNMENT DEADLINES– A Zero is NOT an OPTION!
· I will expect you to have your student agenda with you to every class and use it to record all homework assignments. (Homework assignments will be posted on the side homework board)

· When you are away, you are still responsible for the work missed. You are encouraged to exchange phone numbers with a trusted classmate so as to catch up on any missed work, notes, assignments etc.

· If you are having trouble with an assignment and realize as the date approaches that you will not be able to hand in your work, please come and talk with me so that another reasonable arrangement can be made and so that you can get some help with the assignment.

· Every day an assignment is late, you will receive 10% off the assignment.

5) BE AN ACTIVE LISTENER

· Make yourself pay attention. Take notes to help stay focused. Asl questions. Make sure that you understand new material before you leave class. The question that you dare to ask is probably the same question that your classmates are afraid to ask.

· Participate in class discussions.
6) BEHAVE APPROPRIATELY. 

· You are expected to be attentive and well behaved in class.

· Displaying a positive attitude and respectful behavior towards yourself, your classmates and your teacher will enhance your learning and help others to focus on theirs.
